
 

English for Polish Studies - Syllabus 

Thematic course (B2+) 

Basic information 

1. Organisation unit  

Jagiellońskie Centrum Językowe 

2. Education level 

Full-time second-cycle programme 

3. Course profile 

General academic 

4. Course type 

obligatory  

5. Language of instruction 

English  

6. Education period 

Academic year 2023/2024 

7. Course coordinator 

Marta Sterna 

8. Course teacher 

Marta Sterna 

9. Examination 

Pre-examination with grade (zaliczenie) after each  semester. 

Written and spoken examination after 60 hours (two semesters) 

10. Number of contact hours 

60 hours, 30 hours per semester 

11. ECTS points 

4 



 

Course objectives 

1. To develop the ability to understand and analyse spoken and written academic texts  
2. To develop expression and presentation skills (in speaking and writing)  
3. To develop course-related vocabulary  
4. To develop the ability to interact in speaking and writing  
5. To develop linguistic mediation skills in spoken and written communication 
6. To develop the ability to continue linguistic self-development 
7. To develop extra-linguistic competences that enable the student to participate in 

academic and professional environments 

Learning outcomes 

1. Knowledge 

1. Student knows and understands academic and specialized vocabulary in the range that 
enables a relatively fluent use of the language in speech and writing 

2. Student knows and understands different academic and specialized texts, in speech 
and writing 

3. Student knows and understands the necessity of life-long learning and methods of 
linguistic self-development leading towards professional success 

4. Student knows and understands the elements of academic language typical for his / 
her specialisation 

2. Skills 

1. Student can understand the main ideas in lectures and other utterances typical for 
academic and professional environments 

2. Student can understand the main ideas scientific and popular-science articles, as well 
as other written course-related texts  

3. Student can present opinions on course-related topics, in spoken and written form, 
and support them with arguments 

4. Student can summarise academic texts and lectures 
5. Student can describe and interpret visual data in a graphic form 
6. Student can write an academic or professional text 
7. Student can present course-related topics in spoken utterances of various kinds, e.g. 

public speeches or formal and informal conversations, in language appropriate for the 
interlocutor 

8. Student can engage in spoken and written interaction in typical professional contexts 
and in academic environments 



 

9. Student can use linguistic mediation in spoken and written communication 
10. Student can develop his / her linguistic competences 
11. Student can prepare for the recruitment process  

3. Social competences 

1. Student is ready to successfully cooperate in a group, while accepting a variety of 
attitudes and opinions, and builds relations that promote respect for cultural diversity 

2. Student is ready to participate in the academic, professional and social life, through 
sharing and popularising knowledge 

3. Student is ready to interpret and evaluate information and arguments, draw 
conclusions, identify positions, as well as present his / her own viewpoint in a 
coherent and comprehensible manner 

4. Student is ready to participate in the recruitment process  

ECTS credits 

1. Contact hours (academic hour = 45 minutes) 

30 hours per semester, 60 hours per course 

2. Student’s total individual workload 

90 hours per course 

Course description 

The course is designed for students of Polish Philology but also students of other humanities as it covers a 
variety of topics ranging from methodology and education, culture, literature, linguistics and some aspects of 
psychology. Students will develop their knowledge in these fields by reading and listening to a wide variety of 
authentic materials. Each aspect covered during the course will be a springboard to a further discussion. 
Another important aspect of the course is to enhance students’ ability to successfully prepare and deliver a 
mini-speech or presentation within an academic context.  

Course Content 

Topics and vocabulary related to the following topic areas:  

1. Education 
2. Culture 
3. Books and reading 
4. The Polish Noble Prize winners: Miłosz, Szymborska, Herbert, Tokarczuk 
5. Poems and limericks 



 

6. Magical realism in Huraki Murakami’s novels 
7. Franz Kafka and the concept of Kafkaesque 
8. Jane Austin and her novels 
9. Bilingualism and multilingualism 
10. Translation 
11. Dyslexia 
12. ADHD 
13. Autism 
14. Body language in communication 
15. Analysis of selected course-related lectures and presentations  
16. Analysis of selected course-related academic papers and popular-science articles 
17. Creating academic and professional texts, e.g. professional e-mail, abstract, film and 

book review, description of visual data  
18. Delivering an academic or professional, course-related presentation 
19. Preparing for the recruitment process (for employment, internship or grant) 
20. (Optionally) selected grammar issues related to the course content 

Additional information 

1. Teaching methods 

The situational method, brainstorming, group discussion, case studies, solving problems, e-
learning, language conversations. 

2. Forms of obtaining ECTS 

1st semester: writing task (detailed instructions will be provided in due course), written test in 
topics covered during the semester 

2nd semester: delivering a 10 minute presentation (plus 10 minutes for discussion) in a mini-
conference session related the course, written test in topics covered during the semester 

Final written and spoken examination after 2 semesters (60 hours) of the course (detailed 
information on the form of the examination are specified in the description available at 
https://jcj.uj.edu.pl/egzaminy/egzamin-konczacy-lektorat 

3. Conditions of obtaining ECTS 

Completing all tests as well as written and spoken assignments with a score of at least 60% of 
the maximum number of points per semester. 

Regular attendance. Without the appropriate justification, the student may miss no more than 
two 90-minute classes per semester if the course covers 30 hours per semester. 



 

Passing the final written examination with a score of at least 60% of the maximum number of 
points. Passing the spoken examination.  

4. Entry requirements 

It is assumed that the Participants entering this course already know the lexis and grammar 
issues at B2 level, according to the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages, 
as well as possess the appropriate skills to communicate successfully in speech and writing in 
everyday situations and the academic context at B2 level. 

Resources 

1. Obligatory literature: 

Authentic materials in English, adapted for course purposes  

2. Additional materials: 

Press articles / websites, e.g. theguardian.com, bbc.com, ted-ed.com, psychologytoday.com, 
culture.pl, britishcouncil.com 

Podcasts and programmes from e.g. CNN, BBC, YouTube, TED.com, TED-ed,  

Selected course materials: English File Advanced, English File Advanced Plus (OUP), Advanced 
Vocabulary In Use ( Advanced Language Practice (Macmillan) Skillful 4 (Macmillan), Instant 
Academic Skills (Cambridge)  

Resources may be added or removed from the list depending on students’ needs and 
preferences 


